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Progress report on the Sustainable Communities Initiative program from Natural Resources Canada by the Pays de Cocagne Sustainable Development Group (GDDPC)

· In the fall of 2004, organized training sessions and held discussions on compatible equipment and material choices based on the needs identified by the GDDPC and the session organizers. 

· Thanks to Nadine Gauvin of the Southern Gulf of St.Lawrence Coalition on Sustainability, we met with one of the professors of the GIS program at the New Brunswick Community College (CCNB), to discuss project ideas and future partnership opportunities. 

· Afterwards, the GDDPC entered into an agreement with Mr.Sam Rideout of CCNB to organize training sessions on GIS and GPS technologies. The following illustrates the key negotiation components:

· 10 sessions of 5 hours each for a maximum of 10 students in order to gain a better understanding of GIS basics using ArcGIS version 9 software and GPS training.

· A minimum of five extra individual sessions for more advanced training and also the installation of new equipment and collected data from our region. 

· Technical assistance and consultation to be provided within a reasonable time frame. 

· The course commenced October 26 and was completed March 15, 2005.

· The computers and software are now all installed and functional in the GDDPC office. 

· The deliverables (base map, trails mapping…) are being prepared and made available.

· Also, to furnish GDDPC with the material and training necessary so that GIS becomes a working tool, as it has been with the various other partners. Below are a few details:

· A partnership is very interesting and important in the long-term (even after the training portion) between the GDDPC and CCNB- Moncton. Participants of the training session have already put their training to use by undertaking an analysis study of an environmental problem in the Cocagne community.

· 10 students followed the training session organized by the Sustainable Communities Initiative. All of the participants were residents of the Cocagne watershed, but not all were employees of the watershed organizations. Also, based on the outcome of the participation in-class, each student became familiar with the work of the GDDPC, how GIS can be used as a tool in our region and with partnership opportunities for the GDDPC.

· Kent Watershed Coalition 

· Southeast Anglers Association (SAA)

· Department of education, Université de Moncton

· Agriculture et agroalimentaire Canada

· Farmers of local and regional initiatives

· Community college professors, civil engineers, and volunteers committed to being involved in the community (members of the local service districts)

· Preparing GIS products for the training sessions offered other opportunities to partner with the following: 

· Cocagne Trail Committee

· Cocagne Recreation Council

· Local Service District of Cocagne

· Economic Development Corporation of Bouctouche

· The products were also used in other projects during the 2004-2005 year at GDDPC :

· Septic System Remediation program; Invertebrate and Mussel Monitoring Program; Saltwater Biological Indicators Program; Electro-fishing Program; Information and Communications program…

The GDDPC found that the Sustainable Communities Initiative was a very good program that provided us with tools to become more efficient in the work we do in our community. This tool will help the communities in the Cocagne River watershed to continue to work towards sustainable development.

Thank you!


Prepared by Jocelye Gauvin, GDDPC Coordinator
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